
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Creative Edge 

 
What is the ‘Creative Edge’ Project? 

 
Creative Edge is a pan-regional initiative for sustainable growth of creative industries situated in 
Europe’s Northern Periphery. Primarily, the project seeks to increase the access of creative industries to 
international markets and to develop their emerging creative talent.  By expanding opportunities to 
commercialise creative goods and services beyond the region, our aim is to foster growth potential and 
job creation in Europe’s northern periphery. 

 
The project has brought together organizations from Ireland, Northern Ireland, Finland and Sweden, to 
identify the current breadth and future scope of the creative economy in peripheral regions.  It is being 
funded under the EU INTERREG IV B Northern Periphery Programme with a budget of €1.1 million. 
Creative Edge addresses priority 1 of the Northern Periphery Programme requirements:  Promoting 
innovation and competitiveness in remote and peripheral areas 

 
The five partners involved in the project are: 

 
The Whitaker Institute at the National University of Ireland, Galway (Lead Partner) 
Region Vasterbotten / Film I Vasterbotten, Sweden 
SEED, Craigavon Borough Council, Northern Ireland 
Kemi-Tornio University of Applied Sciences, Finland 
Western Development Commission, Ireland 

 

 
 

Project Goals? 

 
The main objective of the project is to increase the active participation of local creative organisations 
and businesses in global markets and equally in their ability to attract and utilise local emerging creative 
talent in these markets. 

 
This will be achieved through the project workpackages each of which is led by a partner: 

 
Policy Review, Analysis and Development Framework 
Led by the Whitaker Institute at the National University of Ireland, Galway 
To analyse best practice initiatives and design a policy toolkit on how to build a supportive public sector 
framework for creative economy development across the NPP region.  This will inform local, regional 
and national (and EU) policy development.  The expected impacts are a Policy paper relating to the 
creative economy activity in the NPP regions and Creative Edge Database which will include date on 
firms, infrastructure, products and supporting institutions which will be gathered together into an easily 
searchable, dynamic web-based format. 



 

Access to Export Model 
Led by Western Development Commission, Ireland 
The aim is to design and develop a Creative Access Model  for export development of existing creative 
goods and services from micro and SME organisations to increased interaction with the wider business 
ecosystem in the NPP regions.  The key components will be an Employment Bank, to allow creative 
employers to find and contact young and emerging creative talent and an Export Platform,  to allow 
creative goods and services to  directly access global markets 

 
Emerging Talent Development Programme 
Led by Film I Vasterbotten and KTUAS 
The expected outcome of this work package is: 
To increase young talents’ employability by connecting emerging creative talent to creative industries. 
To increase traditional industries’ opportunities to employ creative people or to utilise creative 
industries’ services.  Export growth for creative goods and services from Micro and SME business in the 
NPP region. This will be achieved using the Creative Access Model which will develop the following for 
emerging young creative talent – Portfolios, Employment Bank and Meeting Points (PEMP) for the 
creative industry in the NPP region. 

 
Creative Place Development 
Led by SEED, Northern Ireland 
The aim of this work package is to develop and pilot a model to enable creative industries to access 
unoccupied or unused commercial spaces on a non-profit basis, allowing emerging and established 
talent to more fully access the wider public whilst engaging regional and local authorities with local 
creative talent to improve and enrich the main streets of towns and villages. 

 
The main outcomes of the Creative Edge project will be: 

 
Creation of social capital in the form of bonds and trust generated by working together towards a 
shared, mutually beneficial end, across the participating creative enterprise businesses, traditional 
businesses and development agencies. 
Generation of new forms of competitiveness in the export context enabled through the above and 
aimed at increased business development opportunities. 
Increased sustainability of creative enterprise businesses and thereby employment opportunities for 
emerging and established talent within peripheral areas. 
Combination of enhanced creative human capital, in the forms of knowledge and skills, via the creative 
model and Networks of Practice. 

 
For more information on the project or to express your interest: 

 
 



 
 
 

 


