
 

 
 

 
 

Northern Periphery Programme Annual Conference 
 
The Northern Periphery Programme Lead Partner Seminar and Annual Conference was recently held in 
Derry/London Derry, Northern Ireland and all of the Creative Edge Project partners attended. 
 
The theme of the conference was to visualise the future of the programme area beyond 2013, and to 
present a vision of a vibrant programme area in transformation. 
The main target group was local and regional development agencies and representatives from public 
sector organisations dealing with transformation as part of regional development. Representatives of 
associations for the cross cutting themes of entrepreneurship, creativity, investments in accessibility 
(e.g. the ‘digital economy’), and existing and potential future NPP project partners.  
 
The conference was opened on the evening of 14th November by Mayor of Derry, Kevin Campbell and 
there was a musical performance by violinist, Ruby Colley.   The main conference day was 15th 
November and this started with a morning plenary session which was moderated by Sarah Travers from 
BBC NI.  Junior Minister, Jennifer McCann gave the welcome address.   
 
The conference closed with a session in the theatre of The Playhouse, where NPP funded projects Rural 
Youth Entrepreneurship (Northern Irish led) and Creative Edge (Irish led) presented their vision for the 
future.   Other speakers included author Carlo Gébler, Dr. Irene McMaster from the European Policies 
Research Centre in Scotland, and Fausta Corda from the European Commission. 
 
After lunch there were a number of drop-in sessions being held at different venues which included a 
FabLab at the Nerve Centre.  The Creative Edge project was involved in the conference exhibition in the 
Playhouse where we were asked to create a display which would capture the essence of transformation 
in the NPP.   
 
The closing plenary session was held in The Playhouse and, in conjunction with the Rural Youth 
Entrepreneurship (RYE) project, the Creative Edge project presented our vision for the future 
(presentation attached). 
  
 

Spotlight on a Creative Edge Partner 
 
SEED (South Eastern Economic Development) is a grouping of local authorities in the eastern part of 
Northern Ireland, specifically Armagh, Banbridge, Craigavon and Newry & Mourne Councils, 
(www.seedpse.com) 
 
SEED  were part of the original team that generated the Creative Edge concept and are a full partner 
responsible for delivering the ‘Creative Spaces’ work package.  It is an integral part of our strategy to 
encourage growth and development of the sector across our region. Other complimentary projects we 

http://www.seedpse.com/
http://www.creative-edge.eu/


will bring forward in the coming months include the Creative Economy Exporting Programme and the D3 
Digital Programme.  Craigavon Borough Council, N.Ireland takes the lead role in the Creative Edge 
project.  
 
For further information please contact: 
Charlotte Quinn - Creative Edge Project Officer: charlotte.quinn@craigavon.gov.uk 
Paul Kavanagh - Economic Development Officer: paul.kavanagh@craigavon.gov.uk 

 
The Creative Economy in N. Ireland 
The creative industries are emerging as one of the fastest growing and increasingly important sectors of 
the economy. The most recent estimates indicate that there are over 2,500 creative enterprises in 
Northern Ireland, employing some 34,600 people. The sector is a disparate one, ranging from television 
to crafts, advertising to architecture and music to fashion design. The common thread is that the 
activities they pursue have their origin in individual creativity, skill and talent. 
 
Source reference: Ministerial foreword; Gregory Campbell, MP MLA, Minister with responsibility for 
Culture, Arts and Leisure 2008; Strategic Action Plan Creative Industries in Northern Ireland 
 
Who is responsible for Creative Industries in NI? 

 The Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL) is the Government lead on the creative 
industries.  DCAL work closely with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment, the 
Department for Employment and Learning, Invest NI, the Arts Council, the local Universities, 
Sectoral Skills Councils and other bodies to map out how to support and develop the creative 
industries in Northern Ireland. 

 
The Arts Council NI and the Creative Industries Innovation Fund 
The Arts Council Northern Ireland is encouraging local businesses to tap into the global economic shift 
towards the creative industries, with funds to help businesses transform their creative ideas into 
commercial success. 
 
Creative Industries are one of the fastest growing sectors of the economy, replacing Northern Ireland’s 
traditional ‘heavy’ industries as a prime source of competitive strength. They contribute significantly to 
job and wealth creation in Northern Ireland, employing around 31,000 people and generating £737 
million annually for the local economy. 
 
The Creative Industries Innovation Fund, run by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland with funding from 
DCAL and supported by Northern Ireland Screen and Digital Circle, provides assistance to companies -
including craft, design, software developers, publishing, film, and music organisations - at critical times 
in their business and product development.  
 
Since opening in 2008, the Creative Industries Innovation Fund has supported nearly 250 projects with 
an investment of approximately £4.5 million. 
 
A selection of these projects has been filmed as a CIIF showcase, commissioned by the Arts Council in 
partnership with Culture NI.  Creative industries in Craigavon Borough who were funded through the 
CIIF can be viewed at the following link:http://www.e-
craigavon.com/development_programmes_specific.aspx?dataid=813348 
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Source reference: Arts Council NI; http://www.artscouncil-ni.org/news/2012/news26092012.html 
 
 
The Northern Periphery Programme 2007-2013 covers a vast area, with programme partner countries 
inside the EU: Finland, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Sweden, and Scotland; and outside the EU: Faroe 
Islands, Greenland, Iceland and Norway. 

 
 

For more information on the Creative Edge project or to express your interest: 
 
Melissa O’Hea, Project Administrator, Whitaker Institute, National University of Ireland, Galway 
Tel:  +353-91-495456 
Email:  Melissa.ohea@nuigalway.ie 
www.creative-edge.eu 
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