
 
 

 
 

 
 

Launch of Creative Edge 
 
The Creative Edge project was formally launched on the 29th November 2012 at the Bank of Ireland 
Theatre at NUI Galway. Over 60 people attended. The project was officially launched by Garry Hynes the 
award winning director of Druid, which was founded in 1975. The main objective of the Creative Edge 
project is promote the active participation of local creative organisations and businesses in global markets 
while also aiding them in their ability to attract and utilise local emerging creative talent in these markets. 
 Speaking at the launch,  NUI Galway’s Dr Patrick Collins lead researcher on the project noted that: 
“When you look at the emerging trend of increased demand for goods and services that are authentic, 
sustainable, and that tell a story, you are looking at the growth of the creative economy. The west of 
Ireland, and other regions on the edge of Europe stand to gain from the promotion of small and medium 
enterprises with creative offerings.” The project itself has grown out of direct consultations with the 
Creative Industries across the NPP region. Of particular policy relevance were the constraints faced by 
new and established creative industries in the NPP region. Consultation with the sector across a variety 
of disciplines, from craft to App development, showed that most people working in the creative sector 
found themselves confined by their inability to access international markets and the inability to share 
information and learn from contemporaries here and abroad. 
 
 
 

Creative Edge in the News 
 
The Creative Edge Project has been featured in the media.  See: 
 

Research Matters, NUI Galway 
Spring 2012, Page 22 
“As I See It”:  The role of creative industries in economic recovery 
 
Irish Times 
25th June 2012, Page 12 
“Cities don’t have a monopoly on Creativity” 
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/features/2012/0625/1224318621348.html 
 
Sunday Business Post 
1st July 2012, Page 22 
“Creating Opportunities in the West” 
http://www.businesspost.ie/ 
 
Irish Times 
22nd October 2012 
“Taking the Whitaker Approach” 
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/finance/2012/1022/1224325540882.html 
 

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/features/2012/0625/1224318621348.html
http://www.businesspost.ie/
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/finance/2012/1022/1224325540882.html
http://www.creative-edge.eu/


Galway Advertiser 
29th November 2012 
“NUIG to take lead role in new project to support creative industries” 
http://www.advertiser.ie/galway/article/56921/nuig-to-take-lead-role-in-new-project-to-support-
creative-industries 
 
Galway Bay Fm – Radio 
29th November 2012, 3:08pm 
“NUIG to launch One Million Euro Project on Creative Economy” 
http://www.galwaynews.ie/29073-nuig-launch-one-million-euro-project-creative-economy 
 
From SVT (Sveriges Television), published November 22nd: 
"Stor spelkonferens i Umeå" 
http://www.svt.se/nyheter/regionalt/vasterbottensnytt/stor-spelkonferens-i-umea 
 
From Norran, published November 22nd. 
"Fullsatt på GameDev" 
http://norran.se/2012/11/vasterbotten/gamedev-i-full-fart/ 
 
From Infotech Umeå, published November 27th. 
"Spelkonferens väcker intresse" 
http://www.infotechumea.com/spelkonferens-vacker-intresse 
 
 

 

Spotlight on a Creative Edge Partner 
 
Western Development Commission, Republic of Ireland 
The Western Development Commission (WDC) (www.wdc.ie) is a statutory body that was set up to 
promote both social and economic development in the Western Region of Ireland by: 

 Developing strategic regional development projects in sectors with growth potential, particularly for 

rural areas, including renewable energy, creative industries, tourism and organic agri-food.  

 Undertaking high quality social and economic analysis to inform government policy and try to 

ensure it is directed at improving the social and economic situation in the region.  

 Promoting the benefits of living, working and setting up business in the Western Region and 

connecting with the region’s large overseas diaspora.  

 Operating the Western Investment Fund (WIF) to provide loans and equity to business and local 

communities in the West.  

The WDC has been engaged with developing the creative sector in the Western Region since 2008 when 
it commissioned the first comprehensive baseline research on the sector in the region.  This report 
Baseline Research on the Creative Industries in the Western Region of Ireland estimated that the 
region’s creative sector was made up of about 4,700 businesses, directly employing 11,000 people and 
generating a turnover of over €500m. 
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The results of this research, together with extensive consultation with national and regional public and 
private sector stakeholders, led to the development of a number of recommendations on how the 
creative sector in the Western Region could be supported to further develop. These recommendations 
are set out in the WDC’s 2009 report Creative West: The creative sector in the Western Region. 
The WDC then engaged with NUI Galway to determine the potential economic impact which 
implementation of these recommendations could have.  In particular it focused on the potential impact 
of supporting increased exports from the region’s creative sector and greater networking within the 
sector.  Future Growth Trajectories: Economic Impact Assessment of the Creative Sector in the Western 
Region outlined the very strong growth potential of the region’s creative sector if support was provided 
in these two areas.  
The extensive research and consultation undertaken by the WDC and NUI Galway has underpinned the 
design of Creative Edge project.  The WDC is now working closely with international, national and 
regional partners to ensure the potential of the creative sector to create jobs, stimulate growth and 
innovation, increase exports and enhance the attractiveness of the Western Region of Ireland is fully 
realised.  
 
 
 
The Northern Periphery Programme 2007-2013 covers a vast area, with programme partner countries 
inside the EU: Finland, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Sweden, and Scotland; and outside the EU: Faroe 
Islands, Greenland, Iceland and Norway. 

 
 

For more information on the Creative Edge project or to express your interest: 
 
Melissa O’Hea, Project Administrator, Whitaker Institute, National University of Ireland, Galway 
Tel:  +353-91-495456 
Email:  Melissa.ohea@nuigalway.ie 
www.creative-edge.eu 
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