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About Creative Edge 
 
The Creative Edge project brings together universities, development agencies and industry bodies from 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Finland and Sweden to identify the current breadth and future scope of the 
creative economy in peripheral regions. The project seeks to put in place a number of measures that will 
promote creative industries in peripheral regions. This €1.1 million project is funded by the Northern 
Periphery Programme under INTERREG IVB. 
 

News and events 
 
Ireland 
 

Western Development Commission  
  
Micro Loan Fund – Call for Applications 
The Western Development Commission (WDC) has launched its 3rd call for applicants under its Micro-
Loan Fund: Creative Industries. The deadline for applications is Friday 28th of June. The WDC is 
committing €1m over three years from the Western Investment Revolved Fund. Loans of up to €25,000 
are available on a competitive basis. If you have an existing creative industries business, or would like to 
set one up, and feel that you have ability to repay a micro loan, then this fund may be of interest to you. 
More information about the WDC Micro Loan Fund and application forms are available 
at: www.wdc.ie/microfundci  
  
Micro Loan Fund Briefing Workshop 
On Friday May 24th the WDC will hold a briefing workshop on its Micro-Loan Fund at the Menlo Park 
Hotel, Galway from 10.30am to 12.00pm. See the Creative Edge Facebook page for more information. 
  
MyCreativeEdge.eu 
Also at the Micro-Loan Fund workshop on Friday May 24th at the Menlo Park Hotel, Galway from 
10.30am to 12.00pm you can learn about how to become involved in MyCreativeEdge.eu. This a new 
website showcasing and promoting the work of creative people from the West of Ireland, Northern 
Ireland, Västerbotten (Sweden) and Northern Finland.  The website will feature profiles of businesses 
and freelancers working in the creative sector, as well as recent creative graduates.  The project is 
currently in development, but you can sign up for more information at: www.mycreativeedge.eu 
 
The WDC is a statutory body that was set up to promote both social and economic development in the 
Western Region of Ireland. 
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Sweden 
 
Film i Västerbotten 
 
Creative Summit 
On June 12th and 13th, at the Nordanå theatre in Skellefteå, the Creative Summit will take place.  With 
explorations of new ideas and trends in creativity, Creative Summit is also a great networking 
opportunity with people from across Sweden, Finland and further afield. For more information on 
scheduled speakers and the programme of events see: http://www.creativesummit.org/ 
 
The Creative Summit is part of the activities of Creative Edge project partner Film i Västerbotten, which 
is a regional resource centre for film and video. Its mission is to support and broaden film culture in the 
County of Västerbotten. The Creative Summit event involves a number of partners in the Creative 
Summit network. 

 
Project activities – Kemi-Torino University of Applied Sciences 
 

Creative Steps 
 
One of the key activities of the Creative Edge project coordinated by Kemi-Tornio University of Applied 
Sciences is the Creative Steps initiative. Creative Steps has brought young, creative talents from Finland, 
Sweden, Ireland and Northern Ireland together to work on assignments from international businesses 
and organisations. 
 
Enrolment in Creative Steps took place from October to November 2012 and was launched on 22nd 
January 2013 in Northern Ireland. Most of the communication and work occurred through the virtual 
environment, but also included two face to face workshops, each of a week in duration, in Finland and 
Northern Ireland.  
 
During the first workshop, participating students were divided into teams and given their assignment, 
with an outline of the goals and objectives to be reached. As outlined in the diagram below, an 
assignment was selected from each of counties that the Creative Edge partners are located. Students 
formed four international multi-skilled teams consisting of one member from each partner country.

 
Students were also trained to use the iLinc learning environment. After the workshops, students 
continued to work on their assignments and the final results were presented one month after the 
workshops. Students were also in direct contact with the enterprise or organisation that initiated the 
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idea for the assignment that they were working on. The completed assignment was presented to the 
enterprise, along with other course materials that could be of use to them. The assignment was also 
presented to the project participants and other teams in a joint iLinc session. 
 
To see some photos of Creative Steps in action see the Creative Steps Facebook page 
 

Creative Edge Inspirational Speeches 
 
“Every individual has their own inner self which provides creative strength. Life can become a unique and 

creative journey when this inner self is allowed to steer the wheel.” Matti Kaarlejärvi 
 
During the Creative Edge project, Kemi-Tornio UAS plans to hold a number of inspirational speeches 
arranged through virtual environments, to highlight the project and interesting people and businesses 
from creative sector.  
 
The first of Kemi-Tornio UAS Creative Edge inspirational speeches was delivered by Matti Kaarlejärvi, as 
part of Culture Marathon programme, with the theme focusing on creativity as an asset. 
 
Matti Kaarlejärvi pointed out, with examples from his own life and work experiences, that creativity is an 
ability to see, experience and do. Kaarlejärvi suggested that negativity decays creativity, while positivity 
and openness helps a person to perform better and be creative in life.  
 
Kaarlejärvi demonstrated some characteristics of a creative person: versatility, ability to sense problems, 
originality, curiosity, ability to accept emotions and the subconscious, motivation, persistency and 
concentration.  

 
Spotlight on a Creative Edge Partner 
 
Kemi-Torino University of Applied Sciences  
 
Kemi-Tornio University of Applied Sciences (UAS) considers one of its most important tasks to be 
training entrepreneurially spirited, highly skilled people, who understand the conditions and possibilities 
of the north. Kemi and Tornio are situated in Finnish Lapland, by the Swedish border.  
 
Kemi-Tornio UAS provides education leading to Bachelors and Masters Degrees in the fields of business 
and administration, culture, technology, health care, social services and natural sciences. Kemi-Tornio 
UAS has a variety of 17 degree programmes, five of which are taught through English. The Kemi-Tornio 
UAS approach to education includes: integrating modern technology through eLearning to facilitate 
education, and co-operation with business, both in Finland and abroad.  
 
The Kemi-Tornio UAS Culture Unit offers two degrees, Media and Communication Studies and Applied 
Fine Arts Studies, where students graduate with a Bachelor of Culture and Arts.  
 
Graduates of Media and Communication Studies can create, produce and edit content for different 
media and communication needs. Students can choose to specialise in Film and Audiovisual Production 
or Multimedia Journalism. This degree programme also takes into account the special characteristics of 
northern and arctic production and culture.  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.457612927631561.105125.432378976821623&type=1


 
Graduates of Applied Fine Arts Studies are trained in how to use, study and develop applied visual arts 
for various purposes. Students are trained in the latest mediums and methods of applied visual arts. 
Their studies focus on the digital image, but also include all means and modern techniques to create 
images. 
 
For more information on Kemi-Tornio University of Applied Sciences (UAS) see: www.ktuas.fi 
 

Creative Edge in the News 
 

Creative Steps featured on the Donegal Diaspora project website: 
 
Donegal Graduates Get Creative 
http://www.donegaldiaspora.ie/programme/donegal-graduates-get-creative-0 
 

 

For more information on the Creative Edge project, or to express your interest: 
Melissa O’Hea, Project Administrator, Whitaker Institute, National University of Ireland, Galway 
Tel: +353-91-495456 
Email: melissa.ohea@nuigalway.ie 
 
 

www.creative-edge.eu 
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