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Druid’s award winning director Garry Hynes recently launched the Creative 
Edge project. The Whitaker Institute for Innovation and Societal Change 
will lead the project which will help creative businesses in Europe’s Northern 
Periphery to export to new markets and nurture emerging creative talent.

The project received €�.� million in funding through the European Union’s 
Interreg Initiative under the Northern Periphery Programme (NPP) and 
brings together universities, development agencies and industry bodies from 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Finland and Sweden.

The main objective of the Creative Edge project is promote the active 
participation of local creative organisations and businesses in global markets 
while also aiding them in their ability to attract and utilise local emerging 

creative talent in these markets. This is important as the creative economy 
is increasingly seen to be a major area of growth in the coming decades for 
rural peripheral regions. Studies continue to show how the creative sector 
is a leading indicator of global growth. The cultural and creative sector is 
globally one of the fastest growing. Estimates value the sector at 7% of the 
world’s GDP and forecast �0% growth per year.

According to NUI Galway’s Dr Patrick Collins lead researcher on the 
project: “When you look at the emerging trend of increased demand for 
goods and services that are authentic, sustainable, and that tell a story, you 
are looking at the growth of the creative economy. The west of Ireland, and 
other regions on the edge of Europe stand to gain from the promotion of 
small and medium enterprises with creative offerings.” 

Human Rights  
Conference
NUI Galway’s Irish Centre for Human Rights recently hosted the 
��nd EU China Human Rights Seminar. The event brought together 
approximately 50 Chinese and European academic and civil society 
experts from some �8 institutions, as well as a small number of officials 
from both sides, to discuss human rights issues of mutual concern. 
Topics discussed at the two-day conference were ‘Human Rights, the 
Environment and the Right to Development’ and ‘Protecting the Rights 
of Migrant Workers’. 

The EU has been taking part in a twice-yearly Human Rights Dialogue 
with the Chinese authorities since �996. This political process has been 
supported since �998 at the academic level by the EU-China Human 
Rights Seminar process. Responsibility for logistical organisation of the 
Seminars on the Chinese side has continuously resided with the Law 
Institute of the Chinese Academy for Social Science (CASS), China’s 
leading academic institute in the area of the social sciences. The Irish 
Centre for Human Rights is the longest serving institutional organiser of 
the event in Europe, having been awarded a three year contract to lead the 
strategic development of the Seminar process in �00� and a second four 
year contract in March �009. 

New Prize to  
Honour President
The School of Political Science and Sociology will host new prize – known 
as the President Michael D. Higgins Prize – for its undergraduates across all 
programmes.

The prize will be awarded on an annual basis to the best undergraduate essay 
submitted for course work assessment and is in recognition of the President’s 
former role as lecturer within the School and for his contribution to public 
intellectual life while a Senator and a TD.

The prize will run for the life of the current Presidency and will be awarded at 
the end of each academic year. 

“The prize is both about acknowledging the contribution of the President 
to teaching and learning in the University while he was here and about 
encouraging students to think about their course work as valid social and 
political enquiry in itself – not just a requirement for assessment” commented 
Dr Eilis Ward who was involved in discussions with Arás an Uachtaráin about 
the prize. The winning student will be awarded each year with a small cash 
prize and a piece of art work, commissioned from local artists, to be presented 
in a ceremony attended by President Higgins.
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